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such Indians is ensured in the new Bill. It is thus clear that the
obnoxious Act lives on. It is easy to see that such incidents make it
difficult for us to explain to the innocent and illiterate people that the
old law has really become a dead letter and that the repeal of the Act
is therefore unnecessary. This is a grave error. The place (Anjuman
Islam) where some leading Muslims were arrested yesterday is sacred to
Muslims. They had not the least intention of evading arrest. The
incidents in Turkey have angered the majority of Muslims. They form
a considerable part of the population of the British Empire. Tilak and
many others like him [may exploit these incidents to embarrass the
British administration and unite Hindus and Muslims into an "Extremist
Party35.
"PRETORIA NEWS"
In its editorial of the 25th instant, Pretoria News writes that, as it
had earlier called upon General Smuts to carry out the terms of the
compromise, so does it now urge that the Asiatics who have not regis-
tered should do so. The Government has fulfilled its promise and it is
now for the Asiatics also to fulfil theirs. It will not be unreasonable [to
insist] that the immigration issue should be taken up for consideration
after this has been done.
In another article following this, under the heading "Immigration",
the paper says that Asiatics are shabbily treated and that it fully
sympathizes with them. According to existing laws, low-class Russians
or Poles or other [Europeans] who speak Greek or have a smattering of
one of the Levantine languages can enter the country at will and enjoy
full citizenship rights. For this purpose, Yiddish and European
languages are treated on par, though Yiddish is not a European language.
Justice demands that there should be an equally difficult qualifying
test for all those who enter the Colony. The officials of the Immig-
ration Department should be armed with wide powers, and they should
be persons of intelligence and integrity. They should be paid good
salaries so that they are not tempted into taking bribes. They should
have a clear idea as to [the category of persons] who may not enter the
Colony. In short, we suggest that the door which, is now closed on the
Asiatics should be closed lawfully. This country cannot accommodate
any more Asiatics. We wholly agree with this. But we go further and
assert that some of the Europeans who are entering the country [unlaw-
fully] may prove more dangerous than Asiatics. The Asiatics' standard
of living is very low and they are [thus] able to compete to their
advantage [with Europeans] in trade. But they do not add to the crime
in the country, whereas the Europeans roam the country for their bread.
Latterly, their number has increased markedly. Their coming in has
added to the incidence of theft and ths smuggling of gold and diamonds,